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This document could be updated with additional information. Check back if your question has not been 

answered. 

 

I. Definitions 

 

NEW: What would be included in Gross Revenue? 

Gross Revenue means the sum of all income earned by or contributed to an applicant before deducting 

any expenses. For example, this may include income from ticket sales, donor contributions, sales at or 

for special events, concessions income earned by the applicant entity, grants and forgiven loans, among 

others. Cash generated to the applicant entity through a loan that remains due and outstanding should 

not be included in Gross Revenue. Additionally, Restricted Investment Income may be excluded from 

Gross Revenue to the extent unused in the applicable fiscal year. 

 

“Restricted Investment Income” means investment income (such as dividends or interest earned on an 

investment account or endowment funds) that has accrued to the applicant entity but may not be 

accessed by it in the normal course of operations. If an applicant has Restricted Investment Income it 

would like to deduct from its Gross Revenue, the applicant must attach to its application: (i) audited 

financial statements evidencing the total amount of investment income earned; (ii) the policy in effect in 

the applicable fiscal year limiting the applicant’s use of such funds; and (iii) a statement signed by an 

authorized representative of the applicant attesting to the amount of investment income available for 

use in the applicable fiscal year. 

 

NEW: What should be included in operating expenses? 

Operating Expenses means all expenses incurred by the applicant entity in the operation of its business.  

For example, this may include rent, mortgage interest, utilities, payroll, advertising, marketing, 

insurance, equipment, inventory, event costs, office supplies, accounting and/or legal services, among 

others. 

 

How are “visitors” and events defined? Do visitors equate to audience members at events for 

performing arts groups? Should we include virtual attendance at events?  

“Visitors” should include people attending a performance or museum, such as ticketed visitors, visitors 

to a virtual event, or daily admission numbers. “Events” should include each unique performance or 

special exhibits that are not part of a permanent collection. 

 

Should education/outreach activities be included in events – school/community workshops, etc.? 

Development views these as “educational” components rather than exhibits and therefore should not 

be included in the events count. 

 

We primarily serve guests through ticketed events at our theater, and we also serve students in schools. 

Should we include students served in our visitor # calculation? 



Events that are performed at schools should not include students in the visitor numbers for purposes of 

application completion. 

 

For the number of events per calendar year, do you want the number of productions (i.e., eight different 

shows/year) or the number of times each show was performed (eight shows x number of 

performances)? 

Report the number of times each show is performed (e.g., if you performed eight unique shows, with 

four performances for each show, you would report 32 performances).  

 

We rent out a large venue several times a year, which is where a vast majority of our attendance 

numbers come from. Our headquarters is not located at this performance space. I want to verify that 

this venue’s address should be included in the “project location” question, so we can also include these 

performance attendance numbers (Annual # Visitors) in our application. 

Yes, any location where performances occurred should be included in responding to the application 

question. 

 

How is fiscal year defined? Our organization has a fiscal year Nov. 1 through Oct. 31.  

Fiscal year means the one-year period that an applicant uses for accounting, tax, and/or budget 
purposes. For this application, “Fiscal Year 2019” is the applicant’s Fiscal Year that ends in 2019. For the 
dates identified in the questions above, when asked in the application for information regarding fiscal 
year 2019, use your documents for the period of Nov. 1, 2018, through Oct. 31, 2019. When asked for 
information regarding fiscal year 2020, use Nov. 1, 2019, through Oct. 31, 2020, and so on. 
 

II. Eligibility 

 

Are eligible organizations nonprofit only or can for-profit venues apply? 

Both for-profit or nonprofit organizations may be eligible for the Arts Economic Relief Grant if the entity 

meets all the requirements of a Performing Arts Organization or Cultural Arts Museum outlined in the 

Program Guidelines. This would include being operated or partially funded by (i) a political subdivision, 

(ii) state institute of higher education, or (iii) charitable organization. Also, the primary purpose of the 

organization must be to present performances or exhibit property for artistic purposes. 

 

Is the audit requirement something that had to occur prior to applying or if you apply and are awarded, 

your organization must conduct an audit? 

Ohio Senate Bill 10 is currently pending approval, which will remove the program requirement that the 

applicant organization have an audit. Note, however, the audit question will still be asked on the 

application but would no longer be an excluding question (e.g., applicant organizations that do not 

undergo an annual audit may submit an application). 

 

Are public schools eligible for funding under the program? 

Program requirements provide that a majority of an organization's funding must come from sources 

other than a particular political subdivision or institution of higher education. Additionally, the primary 

purpose of an applicant organization must be to produce or present a performing art or exhibit or 

present property for artistic purposes. Because of the funding source of a public school and the primary 

purpose of a school, schools are not eligible to participate. 



 

I read that the grant award is “not to exceed applicant’s cumulative decrease in gross revenue in FY 

2020 and FY 2021 when compared to FY 2019.” Our income got progressively higher from FY2019 to 

FY2020 to FY2021. Does that mean that we are not eligible? 

If there is no cumulative decrease in net revenue, an applicant would not be eligible for funding under 

the program. 

 

Would a hospital-based music therapy program be eligible to apply for this funding? 

If the music therapy program is part of the hospital, it would not be eligible to participate because the 

primary purpose of the applicant organization would be viewed as that of the hospital and not the music 

program. The program requires the organization to have its own operating budget, separate and distinct 

from that of the hospital. 

 

We are a high school theater booster group. We are independent from the school district, and all our 

revenue comes from our own fundraising, etc., not the school district. All our fundraising does benefit 

the theater program and the students. Are we eligible to pursue this grant? 

A booster organization's primary purpose is support and fundraising, not the actual production or 

presentation of a performing art as required by statute and the Program Guidelines. Therefore, it would 

not be an eligible applicant organization. 

 

My photography business was established in 2013, and I'd love to know whether this application process 

can apply to my business. From time to time, I have held open galleries and hope to utilize my space 

more. 

To be an eligible entity type, among the other program requirements, an entity must have a primary 

purpose of exhibiting or presenting property for artistic purposes.  If the business’ primary purpose is to 

engage in photography rather than presenting photography, the business would not be eligible. 

 

Are movie theaters, which also screen and promote Ohio’s film talent, eligible to apply? 

Performing Arts Organizations are defined as producing or presenting live performance in front of a live 

audience. Generally, a movie theatre would not be eligible for the program. 

 

Are educational organizations that have a strong performance component – both for education and 

professional – eligible? 

In addition to the other program requirements, a performing arts organization must have a primary 

purpose to produce or present a performing art. If the primary purpose, as defined in the program 

guidelines, is education, an applicant would not be eligible for this grant. 

 

Are we completely ineligible if we received the OAC funding? 

Applicants are not ineligible for the program if they have received OAC funding. However, funding 

preference will be given to eligible Performing Arts Organizations and Cultural Arts Museums 

applications that did not previously receive OAC funding. This means that all eligible applications 

submitted by applicants that have not received OAC funding will be awarded grant funds before 

applications submitted by applicants that have received OAC funding will be considered. 

 



Are art studios and galleries considered museums for the purpose of this funding? 

Eligible art studios and galleries would generally fall under the “Cultural Arts Museum” consideration if 

the primary purpose of the studio or gallery is to exhibit or present property for artistic or aesthetic 

purposes. The applicant must also fulfill the other requirements for eligibility set out in the Program 

Guidelines (e.g., be operated or partially funded by a political subdivision of the state of Ohio, a state 

institute of higher education, or a charitable organization). 

 

III. Grant Award 

 

We have an OH|ID that we are able to use to log into various state websites, including OhioPays. Do we 

need to register for anything else/in any other places to ensure that our organization is ready to 

complete the application and potentially receive funding, or is having an OH|ID and OhioPays access all 

that we need? 

Having an OH|ID and OhioPays number will be sufficient to access the application and receive funding if 

approved. 

 

Is there a timeline on the evaluation period – when will grantees know if they were selected to receive 

an award? 

Applications will be reviewed in a timely manner and based on the priority requirement identified in the 

program law. 

 

IV. Eligible Expenditures 

 

Could funds be used to establish a new cultural arts museum? 

Per the requirements in the Program Guidelines, an organization must have been in operation on or 

before Jan. 1, 2019, to be eligible to apply. 

 

I reviewed the guidelines, and our expenses came out to about $15,000 for 2022. Are we eligible to 

apply? 

Per the Program Guidelines, eligible applicants are required to have had an operating budget of at least 

$25,000 in fiscal year 2022. 

 

Is this a cost reimbursement grant? In other words, if awarded a grant, grantee must expend funds and 

then submit an expenditure report for reimbursement. 

If awarded, grant funds will be disbursed to an applicant upon the completion of all processing 

requirements. Evidence of the utilization of the funds, i.e., receipts, payroll records, etc., will need to be 

provided at the end of the grant period to reconcile the grant award. 

 

Can wages for performing artists who are 1099 contractors be used in Expense category? 

Yes, those may be included under employee compensation. 

 

V. Budget and Operations  

 



Does an organization need to have a net decrease in income after combining 2020 vs. 2019 AND 2021 

vs. 2019? What if one shows a decrease, but the other an increase, and when combined they cancel 

each other out and show a slight increase? Would this organization then be ineligible? 

An organization needs to have a net decrease in income when combining the two review periods. If an 

organization has a decrease in revenue in 2020 and an increase in revenue in 2021 resulting in an overall 

net increase when comparing the two figures, the resulting net increase would lead to an ineligible 

application. 

 
We are going through the application and cannot find where the One-Time Funds (PPP loans, etc.) are to 
be listed. Our organization received both of our PPP loans in fiscal year 2021, which skewed that Gross 
Revenue number to be higher than our Gross Revenue in 2019. However, we saw a loss in Gross 
Revenue in both 2020 and 2022. Where should we indicate the One-Time Funds we received in 2021? 
The one-time funds should be included in your Gross Revenue number for the respective year. 
 
Under allowable costs for this grant, is compensation all inclusive (salaries/wages + fringe benefits) or is 

compensation only salaries/wages? 

Compensation should include salaries and wages, excluding fringe and bonus compensation. 

 

Are the listed capital improvements the only capital options for a project? 

Eligible capital improvements include expenditures to acquire capital assets or expenditures to make 

additions, improvements, modifications, replacements, rearrangements, reinstallations, renovations, or 

alterations to capital assets that materially increase their value or useful life, which are needed as a 

result of COVID impacts (consistent with ARPA requirements). Examples include, but are not limited to, 

those provided in the Program Guidelines. 

 

What if we have expenses that don't fit into the categories you have in place in that section? Do we add 
them somewhere? 
The expense categories listed in the application are those identified as eligible in that statute. Only those 
expenses listed in the application should be included. 
 
For the use of funds, can we focus all the potential use in a single area (such as payroll), or do we need 

to utilize across the categories? 

The application asks that an applicant list the total amount of each expense category as identified in the 

applicant’s 2023 Operating Budget. Grant funds can be used in a single category or among the different 

eligible expense categories. 

 

UPDATED: We received an SBA Disaster Relief Loan that we need to pay off rather than be forgiven. 

Should these funds be included, or should we only include forgiven grant funds? 

Generally, any funds received by the applicant that are required to be repaid do not need to be included 

as Gross Revenue. 

 

Is the Use of Funds to include only the amount of the anticipated grant funds, and how those will be 

utilized, or the total amounts in our budget? 

The application asks that an applicant list the total amount of each expense category as identified in the 

applicant’s 2023 Operating Budget. 



 

For institutions within parent organizations, which financial year or group of financial years does the 

50% funding requirement need to be represented for? 

The less than 50% funding from a political subdivision or institution of higher education requirement 
should be based of fiscal year 2022. 
 

VI. Reporting 

 

Can you provide some information on the required reporting if a grant is awarded? What kind of 

documentation on the back end will we need, with regard to use of funds (invoices, pay reports, etc.)? 

Awarded grantees will be required to complete quarterly progress reports for each quarter during the 

grant period (disbursement of funds through grant completion, Dec. 31, 2023). The report will include 

information requested by Development, such as (i) how the grant funds were utilized (from eligible 

categories in Section V above), (ii) number of events or performances, (iii) number of visitors by month, 

(iv) any other information requested by Development. 

 

VII. Application Process and Procedures 

 

I completed the application, but I saw no place where to “submit.” I did save the application. Can I get 

confirmation that the application was correctly submitted? 

Applications cannot be submitted until 10 a.m. Thursday, March 16. If you have validated the 

application successfully, that simply means all required fields on the application have been completed. 

You will need to log back in and submit the application on or after March 16. More information about 

submitting the application can be found on the program webpage. 

https://development.ohio.gov/business/state-incentives/artsgrant

