
Overview
This program will provide grants of up to $1.5 million to Ohio performing arts organizations and 
operators of cultural arts museums. The grants can be used to defray the organization’s or operator’s 
operating expenses.

Eligible Applicants
Performing arts organizations must have its principal place of business in Ohio, and its primary purpose 
is to produce or present performance in music, comedy, the performing arts, or related fields. Cultural 
arts museums must be located in Ohio and have a primary purpose related to painting, drawing, 
design, sculpture making, ceramic making, printmaking, photography, video and filmmaking, graphic 
design, architecture, textiles, performing arts or preserving and interpreting the history, art, and culture 
of popular music and multidisciplinary art forms. In addition, the recipients must have an annual 
independent audit, have been in operation since Jan. 1, 2019, and have an operating budget for fiscal 
year 2022 of at least $25,000.

Eligible Uses of Funds
Organizations can use the awarded grant funds to offset operating costs between Jan. 1, 2023 and 
Dec. 31, 2023, for the following categories:

• Employee compensation, excluding bonuses
• Employee recruitment, rehiring, and training expenses
• Rent or mortgage payments
• Operating costs

For more information, visit
Development.Ohio.Gov/ArtsGrant

Ohio Arts Economic Relief Grant

https://development.ohio.gov/business/state-incentives/artsgrant


Ineligible Expenses
• Expenses incurred after Dec. 31, 2023.
• Expenses covered by insurance or reimbursed through other local, state, or federal aid or programs.

Application Process
Beginning Feb. 22, 2023, the grant application will be available for review at Development.Ohio.Gov/
ArtsGrant. During the review period, potential applicants can read the application, gather the relevant 
information and documents for the application, and complete the application. The Ohio Department 
of Development will begin accepting applications in mid-March; the exact date will be announced on 
the webpage. The application period will close at the end of March or early April. Applications will 
be reviewed on a first-come, first-served basis, with priority given to applicants that did not receive 
funding from the Ohio Arts Council related to the CARES Act.

Awarding Funds
Grant awards will be equal to 10% of the applicant’s calendar year 2022 operating expenses, not to 
exceed the applicant’s cumulative decrease in gross revenue in 2020 and 2021, when compared to 2019. 
No grant award may exceed $1.5 million. After approval of a grant award, the applicant will be required 
to obtain an OhioPays number to receive funds electronically. More information about OhioPays, 
including how to register, is available at https://ohiopays.ohio.gov.

Questions? Email artsgrant@development.ohio.gov

For detailed information on the program and for application 
instructions, visit Development.Ohio.Gov/ArtsGrant
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