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“Make sure that those you are seeking 
assistance from really care about you and 
your best interests,” Tolulope said. “You 
want honesty, mixed in with encouragement 
and solid ways to solve your business 
problems. We have found just that in the 
Ohio SBDC in central Ohio. Kevin Hammond 
and the whole entire SBDC team have helped 
me at one time or another.”

To learn more about MAK Engineering, visit 
MAKEngineeringServices.com.
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What began in Ghana, Africa, as an LED light bulb factory 
is now an Ohio business that manufactures unique, 
recyclable LED light products and solar panels. Tolulope 
Makinde, founder of MAK Engineering, now helps public, 
private, and government agencies save 30% to 50% on 
energy costs while creating a more sustainable lifestyle.

In 2014, Tolulope attended a Capital Crash Course, an 
event organized by a Small Business Development 
Center (SBDC) at Columbus State Community College. 
The course connected him with SBDC Advisor Kevin 
Hammond, and they quickly got started.

They worked on everything from business and marketing 
strategies to intellectual and financial properties. Kevin 
was able to give direct, in-depth ideas and strategies to 
capture the energy market in a way that would set MAK 
apart from others.

The SBDC also provided training workshops on 
government contracts, certifications, and crowdfunding. 
And the Ohio Department of Development’s Minority 
Business Development Division approved a $305,250 
Minority Business Direct Loan to help MAK expand.

Tolulope was grateful for the assistance. “The 
entire SBDC has been a value to me,” he said. “The 
connections, networking, and the ability to have a 
sounding board is so valuable.”

MAK Engineering is growing fast and consistently 
providing a complete LED lighting solution to schools, the 
U.S. military, restaurants, retail stores, fitness centers, 
buildings, and government facilities. Interest in LED 
lighting and installation is strong, and the technology 
Tolulope developed has been well received.

Tolulope has worked on finishing a $500 million contract 
with Columbus Public Schools for LED lighting for 17 
schools. Sales for MAK Engineering tripled from 2019 
to 2021, adding 39 jobs and almost $1 million in raised 
capital.

Learn more about the Ohio Small 
Business Development Centers: 
SBDC.development.ohio.gov
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