
The Ohio Food 
 Processing Industry 
 
Ohio's Standing 
 

• Ohio's food and beverage manufacturing industry 
ships $23.5 billion worth of products annually. 

 
• The industry employs 62,400 Ohio workers in 1,057 

production plants.  
 

• Ohio ranks first among the 50 states in frozen 
specialty food production (frozen dinners, pizzas, 
and waffles). 

 
• The reason most commonly cited for Ohio's leading 

position in food processing is the state's strategic 
location between the grain belt and the populous 
Eastern markets.   

 
• Underscoring Ohio's location advantages is the fact 

that the state's borders are within 500 miles of 60 
percent of both the U.S. and Canadian populations. 

 
Production Leaders 
 

The frozen specialty food industry is one of Ohio's 
major economic success stories.  General Mills 
operates the world's largest pizza plant in the 
southern Ohio community of Wellston.  In nearby 
Jackson, Luigino's produces an extensive line of 
frozen foods.  Stouffer's products originate from 
Nestle's Solon plant near Cleveland.  Heinz' Weight 
Watcher division employs 800 in Massillon.  

• 

• 

• 

 
Campbell's soup factory in Napoleon is the largest 
in the world.  Heinz’ plant in Fremont makes more 
ketchup than anywhere else in the world. 

 
Dannon operates the world's largest yogurt plant in 
Auglaize County. 

 
Agriculture Inputs 
 

• Another reason food processing is concentrated in 
Ohio is the state's large and varied agriculture 
sector.  The chart to the right also illustrates the 
state's leading position in egg and Swiss cheese 
production and its strength in grain production. 

 
Headquarters 
 

• Major food-related companies headquartered in 
Ohio include Bob Evans Farms, Chiquita Brands 
International, Kroger, Lancaster Colony/Marzetti, 
JM Smuckers, and Wendy's International.  

 
• Corporate divisions headquartered here include 

Ross Products/Abbott Labs and Worthington 
Foods/Kellogg. 

 
 

Frozen Specialty Shipments
(in billions of dollars)
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
 
 
 
 

Top-Ranked Industries

Apparent Percent 
Industry Title U.S. Rank of U.S

Food Processing
(based on valued added)

Frozen Specialty Foods 1st 20.7%
Pet Food 2nd 8.4%
Ketchup, Dressings 2nd 7.6%
Cookie & Cracker 4th 9.9%
Soft Drinks 4th 6.2%

Agriculture

Swiss Cheese 1st
Eggs 2nd
Tomatoes 3rd
Soybeans 6th
Corn for Grain 6th

Farms with Hogs 3rd
Farms with Sheep 3rd
Farms with Milk Cows 5th

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and 
              the Ohio Dept of Agriculture

 



Investment Trends 
 
• Food processing averaged 25 major projects a 

year for the five years from 2000 to 2004. 
 
• The 124 projects identified from 2000 to 2004 

are associated with approximately 3,700 new     
jobs and $1 billion in new investment. 

 
• The Ohio Department of Development tracks 

major investment announcements.  "Major" is 
defined as a project involving at least $1 million, 
50 new jobs, or 20,000 square feet.  Major 
investments are often phased in over a multi-
year cycle. 

 
Recent Projects 
 
• The Iams Company, a division of Procter and 

Gamble, employs 750 Ohio workers. IAMS 
recently installed a new $4 million pet food 
packaging line at its Leipsic facility and 
announced plans for a $22 million warehouse to 
be located next to the Leipsic plant.  

 
• In 2004, Brooks Beverage Management Inc., a 

subsidiary of American Bottling Co, constructed 
a 300,000 square foot warehouse next to its 
Columbus manufacturing facility. The project 
created 69 new jobs. 

 
Brooks Beverage Management considered 
Missouri, Iowa, Indiana, and Michigan as sites 
for the new warehouse. 

 
• In November 2004, Campbell Soup and Amcor 

PET Packaging opened a new 65,000 square-
foot addition to Campbell’s Napoleon beverage 
plant. 

 
Amcor now manages an in-house blow molding 
plant, which makes packaging for Campbell’s 
V8 vegetable juice drinks. Prior to construction, 
Amcor supplied Campbell with plastic 
containers made in Franklin, Indiana. 

 
Campbell’s share of the investment was $22 
million, while Amcor ‘s invested about $15 
million.  The project created 36 new jobs and 
will add the equivalent of 15 additional jobs in 
the local economy. 

 
• Also in November 2004, Pepperidge Farm, 

owned by Campbell Soup, announced plans for 
a $15 million warehouse expansion at its 
Willard plant. 
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Top 5 Announced Investments, 2004

Company County Product Investment
(Millions $s)

Iams Putnam Pet Food $26
Brooks Beverage Franklin Soft Drinks $24
Campbell Soup Henry Soups $22
Worthington Foods Muskingum Meat Substitutes $17
Pepperidge Farm Huron Cookies $15

Source: Ohio Department of Development
 



Key Trends 
 
Employment 
 

• Over the past 10 years, the food and beverage 
industry has been a remarkably stable source 
of employment. 

  
• During this period, food and beverage 

employment declined 2.1 percent. By 
comparison, manufacturing employment 
declined 19.6 percent. 

 
• Industry employment levels for the state are 

expected to decline slightly through 2012, 
according to forecasts by the state’s employ-
ment agency. 

 
• This forecast indicates that the dairy product 

and meat-packaging sectors will register 
modest net gains, while the bakeries, canning, 
and frozen foods sectors will experience slight 
losses.  The beverage sector is expected to 
decline by 1,000 workers. 

 
Production 
 

• A recent Census Bureau report documents the 
impressive gains made by the state’s frozen 
dinner industry. From 1997 to 2002, shipments 
increased 68 percent (with no adjustment for 
inflation). 

 
• As of 2002, the industry contributed 1.9 

percent to the overall value of goods and 
services produced in the state. 

 
• The inflation-adjusted dollar value of goods 

produced by Ohio’s food processing plants 
rebounded by 7 percent between 2000 and 
2002, after a decline from 1998 to 2000. 

 
Exports 
 

• State-level export data indicate that Ohio food 
and beverage exports grew 36 percent from 
2000 to 2004. (State import figures are not 
available.) 

 
• Canada is Ohio’s primary market—importing 

two-thirds of the $445 million export total.  
 

• Pet food is Ohio’s single largest food-related 
export commodity, accounting for one-fourth of 
the food processing export total.  Canada and 
Japan are the primary markets. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Employment Trends
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Frozen Foods 6,685 6,694 6,496 6,487
Beverages 6,833 6,817 6,872 6,751
Dairy 8,086 8,268 8,241 8,176
Meat 9,266 9,201 9,442 9,413
Bakeries 13,356 13,167 12,740 12,588
Other 26,755 27,076 26,629 25,827
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Source: Ohio Bureau of Labor Market Information 
 
 
 
 

Export Shipments
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Processed Foods          $382,622 $475,598 $506,465 $470,857 $445,054
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, OM series. 
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Ohio’s Food Processors

Source:  Ohio 2005 Selectory CD-ROM,
Harris Infosource

Prepared by:  Ohio Department of Development,
Office of Strategic Research (March 2005)
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