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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 Ohio is at the center of the motor vehicle industry – 74.5 percent of N. American light vehicle production is in Ohio or 

within 500 miles (805 kilometers) of its borders. 
 

 Approximately 20 percent of the state’s manufacturing activity is related to motor vehicle production.  With the inclu-
sion of non-manufacturing activities, the total economic output associated with the motor vehicle cluster equals 6.7 
percent of Ohio’s output. 
 

 At least 17 different models totaling over 1,748,000 light vehicles came from Ohio’s seven high-volume light vehicle 
plants during 2007 – nearly one-sixth of U.S. output and second only to Michigan.  These include over 200,000 each of 
some of the nation’s best-selling models: Accords, Cobalts, and Jeeps. 
 

 The three plants assembling cars made 870,000 vehicles – 22.2 percent of U.S. output and second only to Michigan. 
 
 The six plants assembling light trucks made over 878,000 vehicles – about 12.5 percent of U.S. output, and third after 

Missouri and Michigan.1 
 

 47 companies on Fortune’s U.S. 1,000 or Global 500 lists have industry plants in Ohio; six of these maintain world 
headquarters here. 
 

 Honda is the largest motor vehicle industry manufacturer in Ohio with nearly 12,000 employed in manufacturing oper-
ations, followed by General Motors with over 9,100, Ford at almost 8,000, and Cerberus Capital Management (which 
has the plurality stake in Chrysler and owns Tower Automotive) with 3,700; 21 more companies employ at least 1,000 
people here. 
 

 Parts suppliers are smaller but numerous; the 370 tier-1 supplier establishments in Ohio are 9.8 percent of such es-
tablishments in N. America, ranking third only to Michigan and Ontario among the surrounding states and provinces. 
 
 

1 



 
 
 
 1107,200 people were employed at assembly and supplier plants in 2007, down 28.9 percent from 150,800 in 2000, 

according to data from ODJFS/LMI; from December, 2007, to December, 2008, employment in the parts group slipped 
another 1,000, and employment at assembly plants dropped 5,300. 

 
 The industry is diffused across the state – 76 counties have at least one such establishment, but five of every nine jobs 

were located in Cuyahoga, Hancock, Logan, Lucas, Montgomery, Richland, Shelby, Summit, Trumbull and Union 
counties. 

 
 The greatest concentrations of industry employment in Ohio occur in metal stamping (21.9 percent of the U.S.) and air-

conditioning and brake systems (both 18.4 percent). 
 

 Dozens of companies (or their subsidiaries) from 12 foreign nations employ over 44, 000 people in assembly and parts 
production in Ohio; 13 of them are on Fortune’s Global 500 list. 
 

 Ohio was second in the nation in value-added to motor vehicles and parts during the 1997-2006 period; these strong 
rankings explain the state’s overall position of second in the motor vehicle industry. 
 

 Overall capital expenditures for the industry in Ohio were roughly proportional to value-added during the 1997-2006 
period. 
 

 152 industry investment announcements by 114 companies during the most current three year period (2005-2008) 
totaling $3.0 billion were recorded by the Ohio Department of Development. 
 

 The latest available data show that overall motor vehicle industry wages/salaries in Ohio – almost $53,500 per year – 
are $17,000 higher than the overall average for all non-agricultural employment; average wages/salaries within the 
industry range from $36,400-plus in tire retreading to $70,000 in light vehicle assembly. 
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