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1997 total dollar value of goods exported from Ohio increased to $27,200,896,525 .  This was an increase of 8.6% over 
1996.  In the last ten years, exports have grown from $12.2 billion in 1988 to the current 1997 record.  This 122% 
increase demonstrates how Ohio is entering the global economy.

Canada continues to be Ohio's major export partner, receiving $13.2 billion, which accounted for 48.4% of total exports.  
Japan is second with $2.1 billion, followed by France at $1.4 billion, Mexico at $1.1 billion, and the United Kingdom at 
$1.0 billion.  In total, Ohio shipped products to 195 countries in the last year.

Transportation equipment comprises 33.5% of total exports in 1997.  With the major automotive companies and GE Jet 
Engine located in the state, transportation equipment totaled $9.1 billion in exports.  The other top five export products 
were: Industrial machinery at $5.6 billion, Chemicals at $2.9 billion, Electronic equipment at $2.0 billion, and Primary 
metals at $1.1 billion.

These statistics by county and product are profiled in the annual update: 1997 Exports with Ohio as State of Origin of 
Movement.  It is available at the pre-paid price (Check or credit card) of $20.00 from the Office of Strategic Research, 
Ohio Department of Development, P.O. Box 1001, Columbus, Ohio  43216-1001.  Phone orders may be placed by 
caling (614) 466-2115.

ANNUAL EXPORT UPDATE: OHIO
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The May unemployment rate in Ohio rose from 3.8 recorded in 
April to 4.2.  The number of unemployed workers increased 9.3 
percent for the month, but is 4.7 percent lower than a year ago.

The U.S. unemployment rate remained the same in May as in 
April, at 4.3..  The number of unemployed workers has increased 
0.8 percent since April, but has declined 9.9 percent since May 
1997.

May employment in Ohio's manufacturing industry decreased for 
the month with 1,092,000 workers.  This was an decrease of 0.5 
percent for the year.  Production workers in Ohio's manufacturing 
industries earned an average of $674.82 per week in May, up 
$24.30 from April.  This was $24.45 more than a year ago, a 3.6 
percent increase over April 1997.

The May manufacturing employment in the U.S. dropped 0.1 
percent for the month with 18,805,000 employees.  This was a 3.2 
percent increase for the year.  Average weekly earnings for 
production workers dropped $3.19 to $561.28 in April 1998.  
These earnings amounted to a 4.5 percent  decrease of $26.44 
over April 1997. Apr
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The April U.S. average city consumer price index for urban wage 
earners (CPI-U) rose 0.1 percent to 162.4 from 162.2 in March.  
This was a 1.4 percent increase over April 1997.

The Cleveland urban wage earners consumer price index for 
March was 158.6.  This was an increase of 0.3 percent from two 
months ago, and a 2.1 percent increase over a year ago.

For the second half of 1997, Cincinnati's CPI-U showed a 0.9 
percent increase over the first half of 1997 with 152.8.  This was 
1.4 percent higher than the second half of 1996.
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Index for all urban consumers (CPI-U), 1982-84=100.
U.S. updated monthly; Cleveland, Bi-monthly; Cincinnati, Semi-annually.

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

EMPLOYMENT SITUATION 
Monthly Data (000)

Ohio   
May 98

Ohio   
Apr 98

Ohio   
May 97

U.S.   
May 98

U.S.   
Apr 98

U.S.   
May 97

Civilian Labor Force 5,800 5,781 5,685 137,364 137,242 136,060

Employment 5,555 5,560 5,427 131,453 131,383 129,494

Unemployment 245 221 257 5,910 5,859 6,566

Unemployment Rate 4.2 3.8 4.5 4.3 4.3 4.8

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE: May 1996 To May 1998

MANUFACTURING EMPLOYMENT: May 1996 to May 1998

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: April 1996 To April 1998

CPI-U Annual % Change 93-94 94-95 95-96 96-97
U.S. Average City 2.6% 2.8% 3.0% 2.3%
OH (Cleveland) 2.9% 2.4% 2.8% 2.7%
OH (Cincinnati) 3.3% 2.7% 2.3% 1.7%

The "market basket of goods and services" has been updated as of January 
1998 to better reflect current consumer buying habits.  See Data Line Ohio, 
March 1998, Page 4.



Due to budget constraints, the U.S. Bureau of the Census has 
discontinued publication of its monthly retail trade data for 
states.  For the time being, Data Line Ohio will continue the 
Estimated Retail Sales section, displaying Ohio's sales 
through December, 1996, and updating the U.S. figures as 
they are released.

April retail sales for the U.S. have risen 2.2 percent since February 
with $221,169 million.  This was 6.7 percent more than a year ago.  
Sales in durable goods have increased 2 percent since February, 
and have increased 3.3 percent since March 1997.  Nondurable 
goods sales increased 2.5  percent for the month, and rose 3.8 
percent for the year.

The construction of new, privately-owned housing units in Ohio 
increased 0.4 percent between April 1998 and May 1998, and has 
increased 4.4 percent since May 1997.  Permits were issued for 
4,572 units within 3,931 buildings.  Of those buildings authorized, 
3,748 were single family dwellings, and 57 contained five or more 
units each.

The number of units authorized in the U.S., 144,713, was 4.6 
percent more than the March 1998 figure, and 5.4 percent more 
than in April 1997.  Permits were issued for 116,945 buildings, 
112,935 were single-unit buildings, and 1,935 contained five or 
more units.M
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The April 1998 average valuation per single-family dwelling in Ohio 
was $129,477.  This was 0.4 percent lower than last month, but 
2.5 percent more than in April 1997.  The total value of all 
permit-author ized resident ial  construct ion in Ohio was 
$523,528,000.

In the U.S., the average construction valuation per single-family 
building was $117,501, 1.4 percent higher than the March 1998 
figure, and 5.1 percent more than a year ago.  The total U.S. 
res ident ia l  const ruct ion va luat ion for  Apr i l  1998 was 
$15,007,500,000.
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ESTIMATED RETAIL SALES: April 1996 To April 1998

RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION: April 1996 To April 1998

AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COSTS: April 1996 To April 1998

NOTE: Figures for the U.S. have been revised, 4/97.  



This report should be cited as follows: Data Line Ohio, Volume 6, Number 7, prepared and distributed by the Office of Strategic Research, Ohio 
Department of Development, Columbus, Ohio, May, 1998.  Annette Burgess, Editor, Rocky Loessin, Contributing Reporter.  Data Line Ohio is 
available on a subscription basis for $20.00 a year.  To order, contact the Office of Strategic Research at 614-466-2115 or E-Mail 
osr@odod.ohio.gov.  Visit our Data Line Ohio web site at http://www.odod.ohio.gov/osr/dataline.htm.
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YOUNG AFRICAN AMERICANS BOOST
HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION RATE

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT

The State of Ohio is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Notes and New ProductsNotes and New Products
CENSUS 2000 UPDATE

Eighty-six percent of African Americans ages 25-29 were high 
school graduates in 1997, continuing the upward trend in the 
educational attainment of African Americans that began in 1940, 
according to a report released by the Commerce Department's 
Census Bureau.  The gap in high-school completion between 
African Americans and Whites narrowed in the 25 to 29 year old 
age group over the past decade to the point where ther was no 
statistical difference.  The report, Educational Attainment in the 
United States, March 1997, P20-505 makes these other points:

-The proportion of the Hispanic population ages 25 and over 
with a high school or higher degree increased from 51 percent in 
1987 to 55 percent in 1997

-More than 4 in 10 (42 percent) of the Asian an d Pacific 
Islanders population ages 25 and over were college graduates, 
for Whites, it was 25 percent and for African Americans, 13 
percent

Two of the eight members appointed to the Census 
Monitoring Board have Ohio roots.  The board was created 
as a result of the compromise agreement on the Census 
Bureau's 1998 budget between the Democratic Admini- 
stration and the Republican congressional leadership.  It will 
monitor the preparation and conduct of Census 2000, 
transmitting regular reports to Congress.

J. Kenneth Blackwell, co-chair, is the current State Treasurer 
of Ohio.  The Cincinnati resident is also currently a vice 
president and faculty member at Xavier University, as well 
as director of the Center for Urban Studies.

Mark Neuman, a resident of Champaign, Ill., is an inter- 
national trade and governmental affairs advisor for a leading 
specialty retailer.  Prior to his current position, Neuman 
served as a principal in the Columbus based international 
investment banking and marketing firm, Global Linx, Corp.  
He coordinated a trade promotion delegation led by Ohio 
Gov. George Voinovich in 1993.


