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Director Wilson Announces $167,600 in State Appalachian  
Development Program Grants  

Funding will benefit projects in Athens, Muskingum, and Ross counties 
 

COLUMBUS – Today Jason Wilson, Director of the Governor’s Office of Appalachia, announced that 
three projects have received State Appalachian Development Program Grants totaling $167,600. 
Grants were awarded to the Corporation for Ohio Appalachian Development, the Green Township 
Fire Department, and the Zanesville-Muskingum County Port Authority. The Ohio Department of 
Development’s Office of Community Development administers the State Appalachia Development 
Program Grants. 

 
“Our goal is to improve the competitiveness of our Appalachian communities,” said Jason Wilson, 
Director of the Governor’s Office of Appalachia. “These projects provide resources for professional 
development and help accelerate growth in communities to retain and attract jobs in the region.” 
 
The State Appalachian Development Program Grants provide funding for projects that improve the 
standard of living for residents of Ohio’s 32 Appalachian counties and support the goals of the 
Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC). These projects support ARC’s goals of developing and 
improving the workforce and infrastructure in Appalachia to make the region economically 
competitive.  
 
State Appalachian Development Program Grants were awarded to: 
 
Corporation for Ohio Appalachian Development (Athens County) received a $15,000 grant that 
will support the Appalachian Leadership Academy, which is a collaboration between the Corporation 
for Ohio Appalachian Development, and the Institute for Local Government Administration and Rural 
Development at Ohio University’s Voinovich Center for Leadership and Public Affairs. The Academy 
is a leadership development program for staff of community action, nonprofit, and local government 
agencies that focuses on the needs and issues of the Appalachian region.  
 
Green Township Fire Department (Ross County) received a $15,000 grant that will be used to 
upgrade and improve the fire station annex. The annex is used to train members of the fire 
department and is used by the community for various meetings and events. The repairs to the annex 
include electrical upgrades, new flooring, insulation for energy efficiency, and improvements to make 
the restrooms and entrance ADA compliant.  
 
Zanesville-Muskingum County Port Authority (Muskingum County) received $137,600 that will be 
used to construct a third rail spur at the EastPointe Business Park Rail Transfer Station near Gene 
Sands Drive and Innovation Way in Washington Township. The project will improve rail-to-truck 
transloading capabilities, installing a turnout switch at the transfer station, 1,100 linear feet of track, 
ties and ballast, a precast concrete road crossing, and 80-linear-feet of casing around an existing 
sanitary sewer line. The construction of the rail spur is a result of increased interest in the industrial 
park and the expansion of Ohio’s oil and gas industry. 
  
As an advocate for Ohio’s 32 Appalachian counties, the Governor’s Office of Appalachia works on behalf of 



 
the Appalachian Regional Commission in Washington, D.C. to promote the region’s assets and to support local, 
regional, state, and federal initiatives. These initiatives contribute to the economic, educational, and community 
prosperity of the people of Ohio’s Appalachian region.  
 
Working with our partners across business, state and local governments, academia, and the nonprofit sector, 
the Ohio Department of Development works to support business attraction and retention efforts by providing 
targeted investments that assist in job creation, as well as provides assistance and services to Ohio’s 
communities and individuals. Engaged every day in marketing, innovating, investing, and collaborating, the 
Ohio Department of Development works to accelerate and support the teamwork that is necessary for 
success by providing financial, informational, and technical assistance to those making an investment in Ohio’s 
future. 
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Media contacts: Penny Martin at (614) 644-8774 
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