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Goodman Named as New Business Assistance Deputy Chief 

 
COLUMBUS – The Ohio Department of Development is pleased to announce that Anita Goodman 
has been appointed as the Deputy Chief of the Office of Business Assistance, leveraging her broad 
experience to assist the needs of Ohio’s small- and minority-business community. 
 
“Anita understands the importance of providing businesses what they need to produce, excel, and be 
successful in the State of Ohio,” said Christiane Schmenk, Director of the Ohio Department of 
Development. “She’s passionate about improving businesses, and her vast knowledge will be a key 
asset to the growth of businesses throughout Ohio.” 
 

As Deputy Chief of the Office of Business Assistance, Goodman leads the 
Department’s efforts in export assistance, as well as assistance to small- and 
minority-owned businesses. Goodman most recently served as a Client 
Counselor for the Toledo Ohio Minority Business Assistance Center where 
she assisted on countless business plans on topics such as development, 
finance, and marketing. Prior to that, Goodman worked as the Managing 
Director of AG Bradford & Associates in Greensboro, North Carolina. From 
1993-2011 her business consulting firm leveraged revenue growth 
opportunities for both start-up and mature businesses. Goodman also served 
as an International Business Development Specialist at the U.S. Department 
of Commerce’s Minority Business Development Agency in Washington, DC, 
overseeing more than $70 million worth of international trade and financial 
commitments. 

 
“I’m excited to integrate my experience and the unique services of the Office of Business Assistance 
to promote the talent, products, services, and resources that impact small- and minority-owned 
businesses throughout the state,” Goodman said.  
 
Goodman is a graduate of Harvard Business School, where she earned a Masters of Business 
Administration. She also received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics and Political Science from 
Duke University. Goodman is also a member of the Harvard Business School African American 
Alumni Association and the Charles McLendon Founders Society of Greensboro Day School.  
 
Working with our partners across business, state and local governments, academia, and the nonprofit sector, 
the Ohio Department of Development works to attract, create, grow, and retain businesses through 
competitive incentives and targeted investments. Engaged every day in marketing, innovating, investing, and 
collaborating, the Ohio Department of Development works to accelerate and support the teamwork that is 
absolutely necessary for success by providing financial, informational, and technical assistance to those making 
an investment in Ohio’s future. 
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