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Belmont County Port Authority Receives State Appalachian  

Development Grant 
Funding will help create more than 50 jobs  

 
COLUMBUS – Today Jason Wilson, director of the Governor’s Office of Appalachia, along with 
Larry Merry, director of the Belmont County Port Authority, visited MPR Supply Chain to announce 
that the Belmont County Port Authority (BCPA) has received a grant for $75,000 through the State 
Appalachian Development Grant Program.  
 
“The project would not have been possible without the partnership among the Port Authority, Ohio 
Mid-Eastern Governments Association, MPR and our office. It is a great example of what can 
happen when we work together toward a common goal, increasing job opportunities for Ohio’s 
Appalachian region,” said Jason Wilson, director of the Governor’s Office of Appalachia.   
 
The grant will help the BCPA purchase the Belmont County Memorial USAR Center (Armory) 
located at 5305 Guernsey Street in Bellaire from the Government Services Administration. After the 
BCPA removes the asbestos, it will lease the entire building to MPR Supply Chain Solutions. MPR 
plans to use the property for its transloading project, a $5 million project that will create more than 
50 jobs. 
 
“The GOA money was the vital seed money to allow the entire bank loan and project to be put into 
place. It was the key piece of the financing for the Port Authority, and will allow much better 
utilization of the river,” said Larry Merry, director of the Belmont County Port Authority.  “We are 
more than pleased with the entire process and truly enjoyed working with the staff at the Ohio Mid-
Eastern Government Association, as well as, the Governor’s Office of Appalachia.”   
 
“The Ohio Mid-Eastern Governments Association was pleased to assist the Belmont County Port 
Authority in obtaining the State Appalachian Development Grant.  It is obviously a team effort to 
help bring about the much needed jobs in the area and we appreciate the excellent partnership we 
share with the BCPA and the Governor’s Office of Appalachia. We wish MPR Supply Chain 
Solutions the best as they expand their operations,” said Greg DiDonato, executive director, Ohio 
Mid-Eastern Governments Association.  
 
The State Appalachian Development Grants are designated for projects that will increase job 
opportunities for residents in the Appalachian region as well as improve the community infrastructure 
to encourage economic development activities.  
 
About Ohio’s Governor’s Office of Appalachia 
As an advocate for Ohio’s 32 Appalachian counties, the Governor’s Office of Appalachia helps to administer 
grant programs of the Appalachian Regional Commission in Washington, D.C. to promote the region’s assets 
and to support local, regional, state and federal initiatives. These initiatives contribute to the economic, 
educational and community prosperity of the people of Ohio’s Appalachian region.  
 
The Ohio Development Services Agency works with partners across business, government, academia, and 



 

 

the nonprofit sector to build strong communities that support job creation. Development provides financial, 
informational, and technical assistance to those making an investment in Ohio, ensuring a vibrant economic 
future for all Ohioans. Visit www.development.ohio.gov. Also, follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/OhioDevelopment and Twitter www.twitter.com/OhioDevelopment. 
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