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Communities Receive $1.8 Million for Downtown Revitalization 
Improvements to impact 90 businesses 

 
Columbus – Five Ohio communities will receive funds totaling $1,889,500 to make improvements to 
their downtown districts. The grants are from the Comprehensive Downtown Revitalization Building 
Rehabilitation and Streetscape Program, which is administered by the Ohio Department of 
Development’s Office of Community Development. 
 
“These grants allow communities to make improvements to their downtown areas that will stimulate 
economic development, making the area more attractive to businesses,” said Michael Hiler, Deputy 
Chief for the Office of Community Development.  
 
City of Napoleon (Henry County) will receive $400,000 to assist 16 businesses with façade and code 
improvements. The city also will complete a major streetscape project including the replacement of 
underground infrastructure to coincide with street resurfacing. 
 
City of Oberlin (Lorain County) will receive $400,000 to assist 15 businesses with façade and code 
improvements. Oberlin College also will invest in the renovation of the Apollo Theater in the 
downtown business district and the city will complete a comprehensive downtown infrastructure 
project. 
 
City of Vermilion (Erie County) will receive $400,000 to assist 24 businesses with façade and code 
improvements. The city also will complete a comprehensive infrastructure project in the downtown 
area including the development of a new park and marina renovations.   
 
Village of Millersburg (Holmes County) will receive $289,500 to assist 13 businesses with façade 
and code improvements. The village also will complete streetscaping, including signage, streetlights, 
and infrastructure improvements in the downtown area. 
 
Village of Wellington (Lorain County) will receive $400,000 to assist 22 businesses with façade and 
code improvements. The village also will complete streetscaping, including the State Route 18-58 
signal upgrade and crosswalk beacon, and an underpass project using Ohio Department of 
Transportation and Village Capital Improvement Funds. 
 
For more information about the Comprehensive Downtown Revitalization Building Rehabilitation and 
Streetscape Program visit 
http://development.ohio.gov/community/ohcp/EconomicDevelopmentPrograms.htm. 
 
The Office of Community Development, located within the Ohio Department of Development’s Community 
Services Division, provides financial and technical assistance to units of local government and nonprofit 
organizations in Ohio for project activities that benefit low- and moderate-income citizens. 
 

Working with our partners across business, state and local governments, academia, and the nonprofit sector, 
the Ohio Department of Development works to attract, create, grow, and retain businesses through 



 

 

competitive incentives and targeted investments. Engaged every day in marketing, innovating, investing, and 
collaborating, the Ohio Department of Development works to accelerate and support the teamwork that is 
absolutely necessary for success by providing financial, informational, and technical assistance to those 
making an investment in Ohio’s future. 
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