CERTIFICATION OF

DETERMINATION OF SUBSEQUENT EXEMPTION FOR A

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION PROJECT

The (Name of Responsible Entity) requests that the State of Ohio release Federal funds under Section 104 (g) of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended; Section 288 of Title II of the Cranston Gonzales National Affordable Housing Act (NAHA), as amended; and/or Title IV of the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act, as amended; to be used for the following projects:

Project Name,

(if applicable)/

Activity Name


Location

Activity No.

Activity Amt.


Grant Agreement No.
An Environmental Review Record (ERR) has been prepared for each of the projects listed above by the (Name of Responsible Entity).  The environmental review records are on file and available for the public's examination and copying, upon request, between the hours of (time) a.m. and (time) p.m., Monday through Friday (except holidays) at the address listed below.

Pursuant to the review, it is the finding of (Name of Responsible Entity) that the above listed projects were initially determined to be categorically excluded per 24 CFR 58.35 (a) (1 - 6), and in compliance with the applicable requirements of 24 CFR 58.6.  Upon completion of the items in the Statutory Checklist, the (Name of Responsible Entity) has determined that there are no circumstances which require compliance with any other Federal laws and authorities cited in 24 CFR 58.5.

The above listed projects do not require an environmental impact statement or environmental assessment.  No extraordinary circumstances exist for the projects.  Therefore, pursuant to 24 CFR 58.34 (a) (12), the above projects can subsequently be determined to be exempt.

The environmental review was conducted by:

(Name and Title of Person Conducting the Review)
(Mailing Address)
I, as certifying officer, certify the accuracy of these statements:

(Typed Name and Title of Certifying Officer)
(Mailing Address of Recipient)
(Signature of Certifying Officer)
(Date of Signature)
Submit Certification to:

Ohio Department of Development

Office of Housing and Community Partnerships (OHCP)

Environmental Grant Analyst

P.O. Box 1001

Columbus, Ohio 43216-1001

EXPLANATION OF SUBSEQUENT EXEMPTION FOR A

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION PROJECT
A categorical exclusion project may be eligible for exemption (per 24 CFR 58.34 (a)(12)) if there are no circumstances which require compliance with the Federal laws and authorities cited in 24 CFR 58.5.  Otherwise, the project requires a NOI/RROF in all cases.  The relevant regulations are cited below.

24 CFR 58.34 (a) (12) (Exempt activities) Any of the categorical exclusions listed in §58.35 (a) provided that there are no circumstances which require compliance with any other Federal laws and authorities cited in §58.5.

24 CFR 58.35 Categorical exclusions.

Categorical exclusion refers to a category of activities for which no environmental impact statement or environmental assessment and finding of no significant impact under NEPA is required, except in extraordinary circumstances (see § 58.2 (a) (3)) in which a normally excluded activity may have a significant impact.  Compliance with the other applicable Federal environmental laws and authorities listed in § 58.5 is required for any categorical exclusion listed in paragraph (a) of this section.

(a). Categorical exclusions subject to § 58.5.  The following activities are categorically excluded under NEPA, but may be subject to review under authorities listed in § 58.5:

(1) Acquisition, repair, improvement, reconstruction, or rehabilitation of public facilities and improvements (other than buildings) when the facilities and improvements are in place and will be retained in the same use without change in size or capacity of more than 20 percent (e.g., replacement of water or sewer lines, reconstruction of curbs and sidewalks, repaving of streets).

(2) Special projects directed to the removal of material and architectural barriers that restrict the mobility of and accessibility to elderly and handicapped persons.

(3) Rehabilitation of buildings and improvements when the following conditions are met:

(i) In the case of a building for residential use (with one to four units), the density is not increased beyond four units, the land use is not changed, and the footprint of the building is not increased in a floodplain or in a wetland;

(ii) In the case of multifamily residential buildings:
(A) Unit density is not changed more than 20 percent;

(B) The project does not involve changes in land use from residential to non-residential; and

(C) The estimated cost of rehabilitation is less than 75 percent of the total estimated cost of replacement after rehabilitation.

(iii) In the case of non-residential structures, including commercial, industrial, and public buildings:

(A) The facilities and improvements are in place and will not be changed in size or capacity by more than 20 percent; and

(B) The activity does not involve a change in land use, such as from non-residential to residential, commercial to industrial, or from one industrial use to another.

(4) (i) An individual action on up to four dwelling units where there is a maximum of four units on any one site. The units can be four one-unit buildings or one four-unit building or any combination in between; or

(ii) An individual action on a project of five or more housing units developed on scattered sites when the sites are more than 2,000 feet apart and there are not more than four housing units on any one site.

(iii) Paragraphs (a)(4)(i) and (ii) of this section do not apply to rehabilitation of a building for residential use (with one to four units) (see paragraph (a)(3)(i) of this section).
(5) Acquisition (including leasing) or disposition of, or equity loans on an existing structure, or acquisition (including leasing) of vacant land provided that the structure or land acquired, financed, or disposed of will be retained for the same use.

(6) Combinations of the above activities.
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