
TO:  Ohio Public Works Commission 
FR:  District 7 NRAC 
RE:  Clarification of Glossary Terms 
 
The following is a listing of clarifying definitions that will be distributed with our 
District’s application, methodology and glossary of terms.  Please consider posting and 
making this information available on the web page.  Thank you. 
 
 
Easement 
"Conservation easement" means an incorporeal right or interest in land that is held for the 
public purpose of retaining land, water, or wetland areas predominantly in their natural, 
scenic, open, or wooded condition, including, without limitation, the use of land in 
agriculture when consistent with and in furtherance of the purpose of retaining those 
areas in such a condition, or retaining their use predominantly as suitable habitat for fish, 
plants, or wildlife; that imposes any limitations on the use or development of the areas 
that are appropriate at the time of creation of the conservation easement to achieve one or 
more of those purposes; and that includes appropriate provisions for the holder to enter 
the property subject to the easement at reasonable times to ensure compliance with its 
provisions.  [ORC 5301.67 (A)]  Easements are permanent in nature and are to be 
recorded in the office of the county recorder. 
 
Globally endangered biological community/Globally endangered species 

The Natural Heritage Global Ranking system is as follows: 
G1: Critically imperiled globally (5 or fewer viable populations known) 
G2: Imperiled globally (6-20 viable populations known) 
G3: Either very rare or local throughout its range or found locally in a 

restricted range (21-100 viable populations known) 
 
Habitat for rare, threatened and endangered species 

USFW has developed a Habitat Suitability Index (HIS) to compare a habitat 
against an "ideal" optimal habitat 

List of Habitat Suitability models: 
http://www.wes.army.mil/el/emrrp/emris/emrishelp3/list_of_habitat_suitability_index_hs
i_models_pac.htm 
 
High quality, viable habitat for plant or animal species 

USFW has developed a Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) to compare a habitat 
against an "ideal" optimal habitat  

http://www.nwrc.gov/wdb/pub/hsi/hsiintro.htm 
 
State natural heritage inventory endangered/rare/threatened species 

Managed by the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves at the Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources, the Natural Heritage State Ranking system is as follows: 

S1: Critically imperiled in state (5 or fewer viable populations known) 



S2: Imperiled in state because or rarity or vulnerability (6-20 viable 
populations known) 
S3: Rare or uncommon in state (21-100 viable populations known) 
S4: Apparently secure in state 
S5: Demonstrably secure in state 
SH: Of historical occurrence throughout range 
SU: Possibly in peril range-wide but status uncertain 

For plants see Ohio Department of Natural Resources handout:  “Rare Native Ohio Plants 
2000-2001 Status List”. 


