September 11, 2008
N  E W  S      R  E  L  E  A  S  E

The District 9 Natural Resources Assistance Council (NRAC) of Huron, Lorain and Medina Counties announces the opening of Round 5 applications for the 2008 allocation of the Clean Ohio Conservation Fund Green Space Program.  The NRAC is responsible for the local review of applications and preliminary approval for distribution of funds allocated to District 9 by the State of Ohio to this program.  

The 2008 allocation for District 9 has been released by the State legislature in the amount of $1,222,585.  

Applications (plus 13 copies on forms prescribed by District 9 and approved by the Ohio Public Works Commission) will be accepted until Wednesday, November 12, 2008, @ 12 noon in the Office of Lorain County Commissioner Betty Blair, 226 Middle Ave., Fourth Floor, Elyria, OH 44035.  Selections will be made at the Application Review Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Friday, November 21, 2008, at the OSU Agricultural Center, 42210 Russia Road, Elyria.  

Eligible activities include:  


PURCHASE OF OPEN SPACE


ACQUISITION OF EASEMENTS


CONSTRUCTION OF FACILITIES (as defined in the Ohio Revised Code)


PRESERVATION OR RESTORATION OF GREEN SPACE, WETLANDS,
            NATURAL HABITAT, AND RIPARIAN CORRIDORS

Funding applicant MUST be a local political subdivision or nonprofit organization.

In the case of partnership, the party carrying the Subdivision Code MUST be the applicant.
You will note that three essential factors in the Preliminary Screening are:  1) the applicant must have, or partner with an entity that does have, a Subdivision Code provided by the OPWC; 2) must have documentation of a contract or option for purchase / easement relevant to the land specified in the application; and 3) must be able to show the ability to close contract /option and complete the project within 1 year.  

Further information and the application may be obtained from the Ohio Public Works Commission Website:  www.pwc.state.oh.us, under the Clean Ohio Conservation Fund and the District 9 Bulletin Board Options.  For additional information, please contact Joyce Parks @ 440-329-5112 or jparks@loraincounty.us.

Betty Blair, NRAC Secretary





Lorain County Commissioner




