Natural Resources Assistance Council (NRAC) District 7

December 13, 2006 
Minutes

NRAC members in attendance:  Marjorie Bort (Ashtabula County Engineer); Jim Bissell (Museum of Natural History); Roger Gettig (Holden Arboretum); Kevin Grippi (Smolen Engineering); David Lelko (City of Chardon); Kurt Kraus (City of Mentor); Jim Patterson; Steve Roloson (ODNR Scenic River); Carmella Shale (Geauga SWCD)
Visitors:  Mel Gravely (Ohio Public Works Commission); Kerry Macomber (Portage County); Julia Musson and Mark Skowronski (Western Reserve Land Conservancy); Mary Jo Curtis, Eddie Dengg, Chad Knisely, Vicki Domonkos and Brett Rodstrom (Grand River Partners, Inc.); Matt Brett (South Russell); Brett Joseph (Ashtabula County Metroparks); Vince Urbanski (Lake Metroparks)
Call To Order
Ms. Bort called the meeting to order at 1:08 p.m. welcoming NRAC members and guests and acknowledging the excused absence of NRAC members Chuck Keiper and Dave Noble, noting Mr. Urbanski was present in his stead.
Minutes of Previous Meetings

Mr. Bissell moved that the minutes of December 1, 2006 be approved as submitted; Mr. Roloson seconded.  Upon verbal vote, motion passed unanimously.

Review of Parts II and III 
Kellogg Creek - Ms. Bort acknowledged the receipt of correspondence from Lake County Stormwater Management Department regarding concerns over NRAC handling of Kellogg Creek Riparian Restoration Project Proposal.  All NRAC members present confirmed receipt and review of this correspondence.  Ms. Bort referred to the six questions as identified in the correspondence and opened the floor to discussion.  Hearing none, it was noted that the decisions reached at the previous meeting regarding these six questions remain.  Scoring was based on documentation included in each application.  Since Kellogg Creek did not have proper documentation of their Management Plan, we could not give points for it.  We could not give points for the other areas they questioned because their application lacked supporting documentation.  No points were changed.
Steiner Forest - Mr. Bissell offered evidence that Part II Question B 21 is provided in the application pages 11 and 12 and in the management plan pages 7 and 8.  Two points were awarded.  Ms. Bort acknowledged that the signed amendment to the purchase option agreement was provided in reference to Part III, Question 8.  Six points were awarded.
Steiner, Green, Conneaut, Fossil, and Buckeye each received two points for economic conditions as defined in Part II either Question A 10 or B 24, as determined by the following information:

County 
Unemployment Rate

State Ranking 
Ashtabula
5.5%



20

Geauga
3.4%



85

Lake

3.9%



79

Portage
4.3%



67

Conneaut Creek – Discussion ensued regarding the project’s local match and the intent for the Clean Ohio funding.  Mr. Joseph clarified that three of the 15 parcels would be purchased by Clean Ohio funds in the name of the Ashtabula Metroparks.  The remaining 12 parcels will be owned and managed by a partnership formed between Ohio Department of Natural Resources, City of Conneaut and the Ashtabula Metroparks.

Ranking of Applications Part IV
1. Community Benefit – 

Economic:  All projects except Kellogg Creek receive one point.  
Social/Recreational:  Steiner and Green receive 2 points; Conneaut 2 ½ points; Fossil, Buckeye, Geauga County, Mentor Marsh, and Grand River receive three points.  Kellogg  Creek received no points.  Discussion:  Steiner has opportunity but it is restricted because permission is required.  Conneaut has the majority of land in open park sites with an additional six parcels that offer high accessibility.
Environmental:  Steiner, Green, Fossil, Geauga County receive six points.  Conneaut receives five points.  Mentor Marsh receives three points.  Kellogg Creek receives two points.  Buckeye Beach one point.  Grand River receives no points.  

2. Cost Effectiveness.  Projects were ranked 1 through 9.  The final score was determined by using a weighted average of the pointes received in categories a through f.  (See attached spreadsheet).
3. Natural Resource Rarity. (A G3 designation is necessary to meet minimum criteria for globally endangered species or biological community).  Fossil receives nine points.  Steiner, Green, Conneaut, Geauga County, Mentor Marsh receive five points.  Buckeye Beach receives two points.  Grand River and Kellogg Creek receive no points.

4. Immediacy.  Steiner, Green, Fossil, Geauga County receive five points.  Conneaut and Mentor Marsh receive four points.  Kellogg Creek receives two points.  Buckeye Beach and Grand River receive no points.  Discussion:  The NRAC committee reviewed applications to ensure that reasonable evidentiary documentation was provided.  Mr. Gravely explained that the Ohio Public Works Commission will begin to review the NRAC recommendations around the first week of January but this review and subsequent agreements may not be finalized until February.  Mr. Gravely encouraged applicants to inform NRAC and OPWC if these projects will be jeopardized or expire before that time.
NRAC Round 4 Recommendation
Mr. Bissell moved that the NRAC District 7 ranked projects be recommended for Clean Ohio funding in the order of highest to lowest as approved by the Ohio Public Works Commission; Mr. Gettig seconded.  Upon verbal vote, motion passed unanimously.  Ranking is as follows:
Project



Points


Funding 

1.  Green Property Acquisition 
75


$590,000

2.  Fossil Sand Barren


74


$256,683
3.  Geauga County Nature Preserve
73


$399,999

4.  Conneaut Creek Project

71


$735,425

5.  Steiner Forest Acquisition

68


$545,000

6.  Mentor Marsh


62


$209,455

7.  Buckeye Beach


46


$  23,682

8.  Kellogg Creek


34


$150,000

9.  Grand River


25


$1 million

Miscellaneous
Mr. Gravely announced that the Clean Ohio program may be extended for one additional year and will report to the NRAC Chair when more details are available.
Mr. Kraus thanked Ms. Shale for her assistance with the meeting accommodations and the development of the scoring spreadsheet, which allowed for project values to be easily computed.
Adjournment

Ms. Bort adjourned the meeting at 3:20 p.m.
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