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Frequently Asked Questions:

Data Elements

Q1. What information is covered in the database?
Q2. What information is included for each loan or grant?
Q3. For what period of time is information reported? 

Q4. Are there programs for which information is not reported?
Q5. What date range does the State Fiscal Year cover?
Q6. What is the source of the data in the Grant & Loan Reporting Web site?
Q7. Are the titles used in the Grant & Loan Reporting Web site the same as the data fields in the Ohio Administrative Knowledge System (OAKS)?
Q8. What is the Recipient Number?
Q9. What is the relationship of the “Award Amount”, the “Amount Paid”, and the “Remaining Amount”?
Q10. What is an “Appropriation Line Item” (ALI)?
Q11. Why are the Purchase Order number and date included in this search? 

Q12. Why might an award be listed with an Award Amount of $0.00?
Q13. Why does this data start at Fiscal Year 2008? 

Searching/Printing/Saving

Q14. How can I copy my search results?
Q15. How can I search by zip code?
Q16. I am looking for some information that this Web site does not cover. Why is this information not included?
Q17. How do I search for all awards given through a specific program (ex. Clean Ohio grants)?
Other

Q18. Who should I contact if I have further questions?
Q1.   What information is covered in the database?

The database reports on loans and grants made by the Ohio Department of Development for which a cash payment has been made or may be made. Information for the database is taken from Development’s accounting records in the Ohio Administrative Knowledge System (OAKS). Only grants and loans for which a purchase order has been entered into OAKS appear in the database. As a general rule, contracts for grants and loans are signed before purchase orders are entered in OAKS.

Q2.   What information is included for each loan or grant?

The database reports the following information for each loan and grant:

Recipient Name: Name of the individual or entity to which loan or grant funds are committed.

Recipient Number: A unique identifier assigned to the recipient for state accounting purposes (known in OAKS as the “Vendor ID”).

Division Office: The division or office within the Department of Development which awarded the loan or grant and is responsible for its administration.

Fiscal Year: The State Fiscal Year in which the loan or grant was made.

Loan or Grant: An indicator of the type of award. This designation is based on an account code that distinguishes loans from grants in Development’s financial records.

Award Amount: The amount awarded to the recipient in a single loan or grant. Multiple loans and/or grants may be awarded to the same recipient. Each award is reported separately.

Amount Paid: The amount of the award that has been disbursed to the recipient through the “as of” date indicated on the search page.

Remaining Amount: The amount of the award remaining to be disbursed to the recipient at the “as of” date indicated on the search page.

County: The county in which the project supported by Development’s financial incentives is located, which may or may not be the same as the county as the vendor’s/payee’s /grantee’s business address for administrative purposes. 

Purchase Order Date: Date purchase order is generated in OAKS for the loan or grant. A purchase order must be created for Development to make any loan or grant payments to a recipient.

Source of Funds: The state fund from which the loan or grant is made.

Fund Code: The unique identifier assigned for state budget and accounting purposes to the fund from which the loan or grant is made.

ALI Description: A brief description of the appropriation line item (ALI) for which spending authority is given by the General Assembly to Development for the loan or grant program.

Appropriation Line Item (ALI): The unique identifier assigned for state budget and accounting purposes to the specific budget line item from which the loan or grant is made. Each ALI in the database is hyperlinked to the description of the purposes for which funds associated with the ALI may be used. The descriptions are excerpted from the Legislative Service Commission’s Catalog of Budget Line Items (COBLI).

Q3.   For what period of time is information reported?

The database contains information about grants and loans beginning in State Fiscal Year 2008 (July 1, 2007 ‐ June 30, 2008). The database uses the purchase order date for the grant or loan to identify it to the state fiscal year. For example, a purchase order entered into OAKS as of September 1, 2007 would be a state fiscal year 2008 transaction. 

The database is updated periodically with new information from OAKS. The date of the most recent update appears on the database search page.

Information for each loan or grant is reported as of the most recent update. If there has been a change in the record, only the most recent information is reported; historical detail is not included. For example, most grants are disbursed on a reimbursement basis. At the beginning of a grant, the “Amount Paid” will be $0.00. As amounts are paid against the grant, the “Amount Paid” will be updated. At any given time, the “Amount Paid” is the cumulative amount of all disbursements against the grant. (As resources allow, future versions of the database may be developed to report historical detail in addition to current status.)

Q4.   Are there programs for which information is not reported?

Ohio law requires Development to report information about grants. In this initial version of the Grant & Loan Reporting Web site, Development has also included information about loans it has made since State Fiscal Year 2008.

The database does not currently include information about any award that does not result in a payment by Development. Such awards primarily include awards of tax credits. Development administers several tax credit programs, including the Job Creation Tax Credit, the Job Retention Tax Credit, the Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit, the Ohio Film Production Tax Credit, and the Ohio New Market Tax Credit. Information about these tax credit programs is currently available on Development’s Web site. In addition, Development plans to build a similar Web site where information about tax credit awards will be available. The deadline for that Web site is April 15, 2010 (as required by Am. Sub. H.B. 1 of the 128th General Assembly). 

Development has many outstanding commitments for loans and grants at various stages of the acceptance, approval, or contracting process. Commitments that have not yet been accepted or have not completed the formal approval and contracting process will not yet appear in the database.

The Technology and Innovation Division grants some capital funds through the Ohio Third Frontier program that are administered by the Ohio Board of Regents. These funds – Wright Capital Funds – are not listed in the Grant & Loan Reporting database.  Ohio Third Frontier grants can be searched at http://thirdfrontier.com.  

Q5.   What date range does the “state fiscal year” cover?

A “fiscal year” is a 12 month period used for accounting purposes. The State of Ohio uses the twelve-month period beginning July 1 and ending June 30 as its fiscal year. The fiscal year is identified by the calendar year in which it ends.  For example, State Fiscal Year 2009 began July 1, 2008 and ended June 30, 2009.  An award made during fiscal year 2009 would have been awarded during the period July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009. 

Q6.   What is the source of the data in the Grant & Loan Reporting Web site?

The data for the Grants & Loan Web site comes from the Ohio Department of Development’s financial information in the Ohio Administrative Knowledge System (OAKS). On a periodic schedule, grant and loan information is updated from OAKS and presented on this Web site. The database is a snapshot of grant and loan information at the point in time when it is taken from OAKS. The database does not store historical information.  

Example 1: A grant has an original Award Amount of $100,000. The grant funds will most likely be paid in installments as work is completed.  Initially, the “Amount Paid” will be $0 and the “Remaining Amount” will be $100,000. As the grant funds are spent, “Amount Paid” and “Remaining Amount” will change. The database results will show the cumulative “Amount Paid” and then-current “Remaining Amount” as of the last database update. The database will not show the disbursement history (i.e., the date and amount of each disbursement against the grant). If resources allow, a later version of the Grant & Loan Reporting Web site may be developed to include disbursement history.

Example 2: A grant has an original Award Amount of $150,000. The project is completed with costs reimbursable from the grant funds of $136,000. The grant is closed out after $136,000 has been paid and the remaining encumbrance ($14,000) is cancelled. The “Award Amount” will change to $136,000, the final “Amount Paid” will be $136,000, and the “Remaining Amount” will be $0.

Q7.   Are the titles used in the Grant & Loan Reporting Web site the same as data fields in the Ohio Administrative Knowledge System (OAKS)?

The data fields in OAKS use state accounting jargon. To make the Web site easier to understand, the Ohio Department of Development substituted different titles for many data fields. For example, “Recipient Name” in the Grant & Loan Reporting Web site corresponds to “Vendor Name” in OAKS. “Loan or Grant” is not is not a data field in 

OAKS. This data field relates back to certain OAKS fund codes (numbers) that indicate in OAKS whether a payment is made from a fund for a grant program or from a fund for a loan program.

Q8.   What is the Recipient Number?

A unique identifying number is assigned to every person or entity that receives a payment from the State of Ohio. In the State’s financial accounting system, Ohio Administrative Knowledge System (OAKS), the unique identifier is called the “vendor number.” People are often confused when we refer to grantees or borrowers as “vendors.” For clarity, the Grant & Loan Reporting Web site uses the more general term “recipient number.”

Q9.   What is the relationship of the “Award Amount,” the “Amount Paid,” and “Remaining Amount”?

The “Award Amount” is the total amount of the award made to the recipient. The  ”Amount Paid” is the total amount of money that has been disbursed to the recipient as of the most recent database update. The ”Remaining Amount” is what remains to be disbursed from the “Award Amount.”  

Most grants and loans are disbursed on a “reimbursement basis,” meaning that the grantee or borrower must complete work called for by the grant or loan before it can be paid. Grants and loans may be disbursed in installments as work is completed.

Q10. What is an “appropriation line item” (ALI)?

As defined by the Ohio Legislative Budget Office (LBO), “the Appropriation Line Item (ALI) is the specific purpose of the appropriation as authorized by law and accounted for within its fund. The ALI title indicates the general purpose of amounts appropriated or expended. ALI codes are used in the accounting system for budgetary reporting and control. The first three digits designate the agency or division within the agency to which the line item belongs and the next three digits are considered the line item number.”

Q11. Why are the purchase order number and date included in this search? 

The purchase order number is assigned by the state’s financial accounting system, OAKS, when a payment is to be made to a vendor (including a grant or loan recipient).  The date the purchase order is entered into OAKS identifies the day that money was encumbered (set aside) by Development to fulfill its obligation to make payments against an agreement to the recipient. These data elements are included to identify each award to a particular fiscal year and to provide a consistent way to indicate the start of grant and loan obligations for reporting purposes.

Q12. Why might an award be listed with an Award Amount of $0.00?

From time to time, grants and loans are cancelled or terminated after purchase orders are entered in the Ohio Department of Development’s financial accounting records in OAKS. The award may be cancelled because the project does not go forward or because of some other non-performance by the grantee or borrower. In that case, the funds reserved to the award will be cancelled, and OAKS will reflect the cancellation of funds as $0.00 in the “Award Amount” field.    

Q13. Why does this data start at fiscal year 2008? 

The Ohio Revised Code requires that information be published on the Internet for awards made beginning in fiscal year 2008 (July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008). The financial accounting module of the Ohio Administrative Knowledge System (OAKS) was also implemented at the start of fiscal year 2008. As a result, the Ohio Department of Development is able to satisfy the statutory requirement using the state’s financial accounting system and Development also has a high degree of confidence in the accounting system data.  

Q14. How can I copy or save my search results?

Users can print and/or save search results. After completing a search, click the “Download Report” button. Print and save functions are accessed from the report page.

To print, click the printer icon at the far right of the bar running across the top of the search results on the report page. Search results can be saved in Excel® or .PDF format. To save a copy of the search results, use the drop down menu next to “Export” to select Excel or .PDF. Then click “Export.”

Note:  Files printed or saved will include the Ohio Department of Development header “Information is current as of. . . .” The “as of” information is the date and time at which the database was most recently updated before the report was generated.    

Q15. How can I search by zip code?

Input the desired zip code into the zip code field and apply any other relevant search parameters. 

NOTE: Zip codes are part of the recipients’ mailing addresses. Zip codes do not necessarily indicate the location of the project for which the grant or loan was awarded.

Q16. I am looking for some information that this Web site does not cover.  Why is the information not included?

The Grant & Loan Reporting Web site is designed to report basic information about grants and loans awarded by the Ohio Department of Development. Using the Web site, the public can identify recipients of grants and loans, the award amounts, the disbursement status, and the purpose for which the award was made. To get information about the purpose of the award, click the link attached to the “Appropriation Line Item” number in the last column of the search results. That link connects to the general description of the funding source from which the grant or loan was made. The funding source description is copied from the Legislative Service Commission’s Catalog of Budget Line Items. Detailed project information is contained in various grant and loan documents maintained by Development in its paper files.

Q17. How do I search for all awards given through a specific program (ex. Clean Ohio grants)?

If you know the program name, use the “Keyword” search function with the program name as the search term.

If you do not know the program name, review this recent list of programs administered by Development. You can then search by program name or division.

Another option:  sort and scan the “Source of Funds” or “ALI Description” data field.  For example, hover over “Source of Funds” and click. Search results will be organized listing the Source of Funds in alphabetical order.

Q18. Who should I contact if I have further questions?

If you have further questions, e-mail the Department here. Someone will respond to you by return e-mail. You may also call us at 614-466-2609.  
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