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The Ohio energy office leads the effort to bring clean, renewable energy to the State of Ohio.  Ohio is in the enviable position of having good renewable resources and excellent potential to manufacture components for this burgeoning industry.  The wind industry has seen average growth of 29% annually over the last five years.  In 2006 alone the U.S. wind energy industry is on track to install a record 2,750 megawatts (MW) of generating capacity, which will produce about as much electricity as is used by the entire state of Rhode Island.  The U.S. wind industry has just raised their wind power goal from 100,000 MW installed by 2020 to 330,000 MW by 2030 (this represents 20% of the U.S. electricity needs.)

According to a recent study by the Renewable Energy Policy Project, Ohio ranks second only to California in the potential to create jobs in the wind power industry.  To quantify the potential for Ohio, assuming a national investment to install 50,000 MW of wind power, Ohio would add 11,688 jobs and see $3.9 billion investment in the state.  Note the 50,000 MW is only half the U.S. wind industry’s goal of 100,000 MW by 2020.  Other studies similarly suggest growth in jobs and investments for the solar and other renewable energy industries
.

The Ohio energy office founded and manages the Ohio Wind Working Group (OWWG), a multi-stakeholder group tasked with developing new manufacturing opportunities and ensuring all wind energy development in Ohio is done effectively and responsibly.  The OWWG comprises representatives from more than fifty organizations including the following state agencies: Ohio Department of Development (ODOD), Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA), Ohio Consumers Counsel (OCC), Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO), and Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB).  The diverse stakeholders of the OWWG are organized into four “Action Teams”: Business, Resources, Policy, and Environment.  They are working on these key projects:

Business

· Developing a model wind siting ordinance for local governments

· Creating an Ohio wind development process guide

· Increasing wind turbine component manufacturing in Ohio

· Listing major wind development firms

· Developing wind farm financing options

· Addressing barriers of interconnecting wind power to the grid

Policy

· Developing clear and concise policy messages for wind development
· Identifying economic opportunities supporting policy development
· Educating policymakers on the benefits of wind power
Resources

· Developing brief PowerPoint and paper guides to specific wind power topics

· Developing new layers for the GIS-based Ohio Wind Resource Explorer maps

· Managing wind resource assessment programs

· Preparing and delivering presentations to new and potential stakeholders, i.e. Great Lakes and coastal resources groups

Environment

· Conducting wildlife and wind turbine interaction studies

· Alerting developers about areas of concern for wildlife based on added wildlife layers for the Ohio Wind Resource Explorer maps

· Developing wildlife siting guidelines 

Ohio is one of only three states with an on-line, GIS based mapping system that shows wind speed at heights of 30, 50, 70, and 100 meters, and wind power density (the power in the wind) at 50 and 100 meters.   The Ohio Wind Resource Explorer maps are available at a resolution of 200 meters – meaning anyone can use the maps to get detailed wind resource information all the way down to a 200 by 200 meter grid.  The user also has the ability to turn on or off different information “layers” on the maps.  These layers can be simple such as roads, rivers, state parks, railroad tracks, etc.  The OWWG and its state agency partners continue to develop crucial tools such as more complex map layers that assist wind companies in developing smart wind power projects in Ohio.  The joint effort between ODNR, ODOD, PUCO, and the US Fish & Wildlife Service to develop a “wildlife” map layer that would warn developers of areas of potential concern is just one example.

The OWWG is a very successful collaboration between state agencies, environmental organizations, wind developers, utilities, universities, and interested citizens.  Recognized as a national leader in 2005, the OWWG is prepared to be the source of information and action for wind power in Ohio. The U.S. Department of Energy, Wind Powering America program recently offered the OWWG $225,000 over the next three years to take advantage of Ohio’s unique opportunity to be a leader in manufacturing wind turbine components and to develop revenue-generating wind power projects.  (Only two other states, New Jersey and New York, received a recent offer of similar support.)  Ohio’s energy office highly recommends that the OWWG be supported and utilized by the new administration.  

More information about the OWWG including organizational structure, key projects, meeting dates, and general wind energy information can be found at www.ohiowind.org.





Mission


The Ohio energy office provides viable options for a secure energy future for Ohio.





Vision


The Ohio energy office envisions a robust economy supported by multiple energy sources, energy efficiency and advanced energy technology that add value to the quality of life for all Ohioans.
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.odod.state.oh.us/cdd/oee/" ��www.odod.state.oh.us/cdd/oee/�











� Renewable Energy Portfolio Project, Ohio would be 8th in the nation for new job creation with a national commitment to deploy solar photovoltaic technologies.






- 1 –

F:\Shared\Options Web Page\Renewable Energy\OhioWWG.doc

